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prepared at once to place his artillery outside the walls and
close the circle round the enemy.

Before this could be done, it was announced that the
Turkish army had emerged into the field. At this the men
grew so frantically impatient that Albuquerque had to lead
them out to do battle at once. It was really waste of time
and energy, he said, to skirmish with the light Turkish horse-
men outside their walls; much better to get the cannon posted
and destroy their stronghold once and for all. But it was
like arguing with a dog who has seen another dog and wants
to fly at him: " they cursed me and practically forced me
to go/' In intense heat, with armour on their backs, they
marched the two leagues from Goa to Benastarim and hurled
themselves upon the infidels.

A very satisfying battle then took place, which everybody
seems to have enjoyed immensely, but, as Albuquerque had
foreseen, it brought no practical result. The Turks were
routed and fled into the fort, where the fidalgos vainly
tried to follow them. The captains especially were so busy
trying to give each other a leg up the wall that they quite
forgot to look after their men. The Governor with difficulty
rounded them up and made them sit and rest under some
trees before returning to the town.

Among performers of doughty deeds that day, Pero
Mascarenhas had, it appears, shown himself conspicuously.
Albuquerque complimented all upon their prowess, but he
embraced Pero Mascarenhas, to the bitter indignation of
several people.

" Sir!" exclaimed Francisco Pereira, " you make more of
Pero Mascarenhas than of any of us! Nobody has done
more than we have! One would think that Pero Mascarenhas
alone had achieved anything, which cannot be endured/'

" Forgive me/' said the Governor, "if I gave that im-
pression. It was quite unintentional in the excitement of
the moment! You are all so valiant that only our Lord
the King can do you the honour you deserve, and not I
who am your comrade." But Francisco Pereira seems to